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people if it springs from the people and is the expression of
those demands. As the socialistic State develops, the gap between
the individual and the State widens. Over against the indivi-
duals associated together for the purpose of living the good life,
the life, that is, which springs from a multitude of interests,
religious, cultural, moral, economic, recreative, there stands the
one external superimposed organization, the State. If the
political State in practice tends to be tyrannical, how much
more tyrannical would be the economic State! It would mean
that all positive legislation would be confined to forcing people
to be efficient cogs in a machine for the production of abstract
economic welfare. This in turn must weaken the spirit and
initiative of the individual more completely than even Mill
envisaged in the essay On Liberty. cThe method of management
of socialized concerns', writes Viscount Snowden, cwill be by
the ablest and best qualified men, under the democratic direc-
tion of the community.'1 But in proportion as the economic
State becomes riiore powerful, the citizens will become more
and more like cogs, and the democratic direction of the com-
munity will become less enlightened and the able men will
become rarer. If the utilitarian State necessarily reduces to the
compromise of majority decision by which neither utilitarian
efficiency nor the guarantee of individual rights are protected,
the same compromise will be resorted to in the socialist State
and with disastrous results, for the problem of ensuring an
economic organization which is both efficient and just is even
more difficult to solve. In practice the socialist State must cease
to be democratic and that means that it must either cease to exist
or it must accept the full implications of Marxian socialism.

It is often argued that the second interpretation of Marx,
syndicalism, can provide a half-way house. The difference
between orthodox Marxism and the spirit of syndicalism is best
illustrated by a letter of Bakunin.

Marx is an authoritarian and centralizing communist. He wants
what we want: the complete triumph of economic and social equality,
but he wants it in the State and through the State power, through the
1 Shadwell, op. cit., vol. i, p, xi.